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Sketching ideas on a piece of toilet paper, Brian came up with a
redesign that solved the ugly issuc and gave the owner the space
she required. “Sue wanted a new master bedroom, that’s all,” he
says. “Essentially, we just put a house on top of a house and cre-
ated an 1,800-square-foot, second-floor apartment for her.” To
get Sue into the house before the snows, Skip Broome’s crew cut
holes in the existing roof and built the second floor and new roof,

then took out the old ceiling and roof.

After jackhammering the old brick and the windows, the con-

tractor reframed the house and stuccoed the exterior, setting
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The expanded and completely
refurbished intevior, left and
below, vanquishes any sugges-

tion of “ranchiess.”

Right, & nawtilus-like
statvease leads to the ewner’s
private second-floor apart-

ment within the house.
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Many owners of Builders’ Colonials like the way their houses look
and wouldn’t change a thing, at least not out front. Yet nearly all
of the homeowners in this book shared a common dream and
goal — to open up small rooms, create bigger family spaces, and
bring broad views and full light into once-dark interiors . And for
most of them, including this couple, the back of the house is ideal

for such dreams and transformations.

Here, architect Robert Orr took a plain, unornamented Builders”
Colonial in Connecticut and added a rear sunroom inspired by
John Nash (1752-1835), the English architect noted for opulent
Georgian homes (he redesigned Buckingham Palace) and solari-
ums. These two almost opposing styles produced in Connecticut
this addition, that is somewhere in the middle. “The house had
very simple materials and detailing, so we didn’t want to do the
John Nash thing full-blown,” says Orr. “We tried to make a kind
of crude interpretation that would fit into the American Colonial
vernacular. We were aiming toward Georgian but through the

eyes of a Colonial builder.”

The sixteen by twenty-four foot room more than makes up for
the architectural details the rest of the house lacks without calling

too much attention to itself. In the recessed triangular eave (or

The “before” of this Builders’ Colonial can be scen bebind the new
formal addition. Inspired by Briish architect Johm Nash,

the voom opens the back of the house to the land and light.

A mort wu-Colowial-like room, the addition's elaborate
inmtevior features tew-inch erown nolding esemblies
pasicling, niches and awtique pine floering, Threush Fremcs
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