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The rigor of the Colonial form is seen as too
formal hy some, but other families find a
comforting simplicity in the wholesome shape,
and elegance in the stoic imagery.

gambrel roof —— A maodified gable roof
with two pitches on either side of the ridge.

hip roof — A roof sloped on all sides,
similar to a pyramid,

cross-gable — A gable roof that intersects or

projects perpendicular to the main roof,

portico — A covered porch, supported by
posts or columns and typically surrounding

the entryway to the home.
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and hip roofs also were used. The roof may have a

cross-gable forming a portico over the front entry.
The type of roof can indicate the origin of a very old
Colonial house—for example, Colonials from the
region occupied by Dutch settlers had gambrel roofs—
but this is less true of newer homes in which creative
liberties were often taken.

Additions to the main form may serve any number
of functions. A couple of hundred years ago, these
appendages were used as butteries, kitchens, and even
slaves’ quarters or for livestock. Today, additions are
more likely to contain a garage with a connecting laun-
dry and a mudroom, or a family room with a bedroom
or two above. In just about any historic period, you’ll

find that these additions are out the back or to the sides

of the main structure—rarely in front. Furthermore,



THE CAPTAIN BILLINGS HOUSE

— — |

Tavernkeeper's
quarters

Before

Rear extension

!
Dining room é T \

Laundry Box window
L admits extra light. .}
Kitchen [ ]/ '.
1——-
ri New | Jack's study
ﬁ French

Melodee's

Door replaced study

Entry hall
with window et

After

But when the familiar rooms are rethought, the result
can be quite amazing, as the expected and average are
transformed into the surprising and unique. The house
we’ll look at next is an example of how one home has
emerged from such a remarkable transformation. Once
a small tavern that had fallen to severe neglect, the
Dutch Colonial is now a revived residence that contains
the kind of spatial variety that goes beyond Colonial

basics.

A CLASSIC COLONIAL
RECONSTRUCTION

Richard “Skip” Broom, a Connecticut contractor and
developer, is so devoted to Early American Colonial
homes that he rescues condemned structures destined
for demolition or fire department training exercises. He
and his crew catalog, dismantle, move, and reconstruct
houses deteriorated to the point that they've become a
blight to the neighborhood.

Many of us wouldn’t look twice at these tumble-
down hulks with sapling trees sprouting between the
rafters—there just doesn’t seem to be anything worth
salvaging. But Skip views them with an unusual degree
of optimism, and he has moved several Colonials to a

rural Connecticut development named Sterling City.

Reinterpreting an original

Jack and Melodee’s long, low Dutch Colonial was built
in 1753 in Salem, Connecticut. It is divided into dis-
crete, low-ceilinged rooms connected by narrow door-
ways. What's most unusual are the two chimneys. They're
not grouped together in the center of the house, as was
typical for a northern Colonial, or positioned at the
exterior walls, as would have been done in the South.

The reason for this is the structure’s history—it once



You'd expect to see only windows in an end wall well ahove ground level, but here a protective rail has been

o allow the use of French doors—the near equivalent of a balcony. This addition takes advantage of the

ement level to enjoy natural light and access to the rear yard.

providing room on the
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served as a tavern for local folks and travelers. One
c[]innw}' warmed the tavern customers, while the ather
warmed the owner’ sleeping area.

In adapting the Billings Tavern, Skip followed tradi-
tional practice and added on only at the rear, keeping
the new addition mostly out of sight from the unpaved
streets of Sterling City. The front and side facades have
been left intact, retaining the traditional Colonial com-
position of uniformly spaced windows about the door
and the Dutch Colonial’s row of dormers in the
gambrel roof. Skip replaced the door that led to the
tavern keeper’s private quarters with a window; as he
points out, the house is an adaptive reconstruction, not a
restoration.

The addition provides space for a modern kitchen,

albeit with a traditional look, and a modestly sized

ABOVE, The preferred way to add onto a Colonial

is to place the addition to the side or to the

The new extension to the right contains a kitc

pantry, and dining room.

BELOW, This is one of several masonry fire|

that were carefully dismantled and then reassem-

1led after the home was moved.
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This kitchen creates a transition between the old house and the new addition. The ceiling remains low, as in the
ariginal structure, and is enlivened with reclaimed chestnut heams. The new dining room beyond has a high ceiling

and lots of light, welcome features in a room where the owners enjoy entertaining.

informal dining room. These spaces are open in plan,
allowing Jack and Melodee to stretch out and relax
with friends—perhaps the way travelers once did in the
old tavern. The single-story addition allows a high,
sloped ceiling in the dining room, with tall windows
transmitting light through to the kitchen. Having a
space with high headroom is a welcome variation from

the low ceilings found throughout the original home.

A kitchen transition

Jack and Melodee’s new kitchen makes the transition
between the original house and the new dining room.

Skip chose to keep a low ceiling over the kitchen, and
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he introduced reclaimed hand-hewn beams overheac
for their hearty Early American character—an appro)
ate backdrop for the owners’ collection of antique fu
mture and decorative objects.

A pantry fitted with plenty of useful storage is loca
adjacent to the kitchen. A separate pantry area lessen
the burden on kitchen storage, meaning the kitchen
be smaller and have fewer cabinets. Jack and Melode
kitchen and pantry are carefully sized to suit the sm:
scale character of the home. And because pantry she!
and cabinets don't have to be as high in qualiry as th
in the kitchen, they can be left to appear rustic or w

tarian at a substantial savings.



A Walk-In Pantry

MANY PEOPLE REQUEST the luxury of a walk-in pantry

The living room is thought to have been the tavern’s |
| when it's time to remodel the kitchen. If designed in

main room. The front facade appears much as it once |

did, but to the rear of the living room, tradition was He: sk o0 lPesces I ULIIMER AN, ™ 3 Patitey Ty ek

relaxed somewhat and French doors have been installed have to be a luxury item at all—and might even save a

to offer pastoral views and give access to a new blue- few dollars: in the cost ¢f a

stone terrace. kitchen remodeling by

potentially reducing the

The pine trim and cabinetry surrounding the living

room fireplace is original to the house, as is the oppo- number of new cabinets.

site paneled wall. This rich millwork had been hidden i The pantry is basically
behind wallpaper for more than a century. On either . closet storage for dry goods,
side of the fireplace, doors lead to a pair of small home | bulk items, and extra bottled
offices for Melodee and Jack, where they can tend | water or soda. It's also a

to their professional lives—and, when needed, the | great place to keep the lob-
nearby fire. ' ster pot and large countertop

appliances when they’re not

Stair ways and means in use. Storage on open

The original staircase couldn’ be reused because it was shelving is adequate, since

too narrow to comply with modern building codes and | you can simply close the door if you don't want to see
would have been downright dangerous in the event of a the chaos inside.

fire. Skip constructed a new stair and chose a square- Positioning a walk-in pantry depends on the circum-
edge vertical baluster to support the stout handrail. He stances of your particular home, but generally you'll
also added scroll onlays at the stringer, based on a | want to keep it within easy walking distance of the

design from a pattern book popular about the time of kitchen work areas or convenient to where groceries

the Revolutionary War. When Jack and Melodee retire ‘ are brought into the home.
to their bedroom each night, their slippered feet are still '

in touch with the old tavern—the staircase is new, but
the chestnut treads they're ascending were milled from
planks salvaged from the original house.

Skip likes to incorporate unexpected blends of ald baluster —— The vertical pieces of a stair-

and new in his houses. He sees each old structure as rail assembly that extend up to the hand rail

: . and form a protective guard.
having a forgotten story to tell—a story that slowly -
reveals itself, out of sequence but legible to the expert

craftsmen as they put the pieces back together. stringer — A diagonal structural member

used to support a stair.

treads — The steps of a stair. The vertical

faces between steps are called risers.
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LEFT, There is just enough room at the top of the stairs for a small

sitting area near the dormer window. Simplicity is the rule in this
1700s home—sqguare-edged balusters with no adornment make up
the rail system, while the shape of the dormer opening and the
exposed structural frame add interest to the space without the need

for additional molding.

BELOW, The bedroom walls follow the slope of the gambrel roof.
Dormer windows penetrate the roof at regular intervals and corre-
spond with the location of the collar ties, which are both visually

interesting and a structural necessity.
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The trim details surrounding the front doors of older
Colonials give us clues to discaver the historic

period during which the home was constructed.
This example, with a lofty arched transom is a
Federal period or Adam Style Colonial.

awning window-— An operable
swinging window that is hinged
| at the top.

Arriving at Your Front Door

#r THE ENTRY DOOR is the most important spot on the
front of your home. It is the main point of arrival, the
place where you greet friends and guests—and it's a
barrier against unwanted visitors. A wood door
expresses quality and sets the tone for the place you

call home.

A 1%-in.-thick raised-panel wood door is the stan-
dard type for most Colonials. But | often recommend
a custom 2%-in.-thick door when it's time for a
replacement—not necessarily for strength, but for the
tactile sense. The heft and feel of a thick door add a
substantiveness to your dwelling. A popular design for

The addition shown in the photo on p. 51 takes
another approach to making the most of a small spac
by including backyard views and admitting an abun-
dance of light. An impressive bank of windows opens
this sunroom to the outdoors. The grouping of square
awning windows has a small-scale charm and plent
of visual interest with its crisscross grid of narrow
muntins and hefty mullions.

The owners cheerfully admit that the design of the
sunroom is topped only by their new kitchen (shown
in the photo on p. 50). This stylish work area was
designed for gourmet meal preparation as well as the
occasional PB & J. The plan provides the couple with
highly efficient work zone placed between two island
This prep space is defined by four columns placed at

the outer ends of the islands. It's a spot where friends
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Six-Panel Door Four-Panel Door

Colonial homes has six panels. You can choose to replace the top two solid panels with glass panes,

which will admit a little extra daylight into the entry hall. A unique alternative is a four-panel door

with the tall, thin panels oriented vertically.
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