A crusader faces
reality: Dreaming
big 1s good. Going
bankrupt is not.

proach nearly landed him in bank-
ruptcy court.

Now he will buy a house he be-
lieves to have merit, then wait to
rebuild when he has a buyer. He has
made little, if any, money creating
his unusual neighborhood. His pay-
ing job, H. P. Broom Housewright —
for Harry Parkhouse Broom — a
construction and restoration firm, fi-
nances his preservation projects.



“It has always been one of those
dream things, to try to save old
houses,’”’” he said. “You drive around
and see these beautiful old houses
being destroyed. They were built on
main roads, and now they’re sur-
rounded by McDonald’s and Kmart
and nobody wants to live there.
We’re losing our history.”

- With 12 building lots on his prop-
erty, he has sold four houses, and is
in the process of erecting the Greek
Revival from Chester., He has paid as
much as $40,000 for a house and as
little as $1; it costs him at least
$35,000 to move each house to Had-
lyme. ;
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Saving This Old House and That One, Too

By JANE GORDON

KIP BROOM has a secret

that just about everybody in

Hadlyme knows: he is har-

boring refugees from the
preservation wars.

Mr. Broom rescues old houses,

He is a modern-day preservation-
ist, a pragmatist who takes apart
houses threatened with demaolition
and resurrects them — modern con-
veniences added — in a neighbor-
hood he has created on Stonepost
Road in Hadlyme.

His successes read like daring res-
cues from the firing line. The voung-
est of the bunch is a 19th-century
Greek Revival from Chester that
once stood among fields flowing in
every direction. Then the Chester
airport was built, placing the house
squarely at the end of a runway.,

Mr. Broom bought the deomed
building from the owner, and his
crew took it apart plece by plece,
numbering each piece as they went.

An 1800's Federal-era house in Ti-
verton, B.1, was to be demolished to
make way for a strip mall. The de-
veloper had offered the house to any-
one who could have it off the prop-
erty in 14 days.

Mr. Broom rushed in with his
crew, took down the house and trans-
ported it to Stonepost Road. Now it
sits on a trailer on his 35-acre prop-
erty, awaiting a buyer.

In the 1980's, when he was younger
and brasher, Mr. Broom, now 359,
would have rebuilt a house before he
knew it could be sold. But that ap-
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Before and after shots of the house of Col. John Flynn, from Mr,
Broom's portfolio. The house originally stood in Millville, Mass.
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Skip Broom and one of the houses he is reconstructing, an 1840 Greek Revival style from Chester.

The office of Mr. Broom, whose
paying job is running a construc-
tion and restoration firm,

reconstructed house, you have the
best of both worlds."

Mr. Broom's approach is not al-
ways appreciated by preservation
purists, who believe a valued old
house should remain on its original
site, its original detail preserved. But
Connecticut preservationists have so
many battles on their hands right
now, including a fight to save the
historic Tully House in Old Saybrook,
that they are welcoming his efforts.

“If a property is threatened and
can't be restored on site, it"s not the
worst fate to have it exist some-
where else,” said Helen Higgins, ex-
ecutive director of the Connecticut
Trust for Historic Preservation in
Hamden. “It's also a question of’
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rounded by McDonald's and Kmart
and nobody wants to live there.
We're losing our history.”

With 12-building lots on his prop-
erty, he has sold four houses, and is
in the process of erecting the Greek
Revival from Chester. He has paid as
much as $40,000 for a house and as
little as $1; it costs him at least
$35,000 to move each house to Had-
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Correction

An article last- Sunday about
Krispy Kreme doughnuts misstated
the scheduled opening date of the
chain's Milford store. It is Tuesday,
not tomorrow.

Before and after shots of the house of Col. John Flynn, from Mr,
Broom's portfolio. The house originally stood in Millville, Mass.

When he rebuilds, he takes the
main body of an old house and adds
on, installing medern appliances and
using reproductions where original
pleces cannot be found,

“S0 you're not living in a mu-
seum,'" he said. Final cost for a house
on Stonepost Road: $200,000 or more,
depending on what sort of extras the
buyers request.

Melodee and Jack Leonardo live in
the first house on Stompepost Road
that Mr. Broom saved, the Captain
John Billings house, a gambrel-salt-
box that had a tree growing out of
the floor of a back room and snakes
squirming out of the walls when Mr.

Broom first saw it in a Massachu-
setts junkyard,

Parked amid auto parts in a Salem
junk yard, the Captain Billings house
had long ago lost its luster. Layers of
peeling wallpaper hid its beaded
chestnut wallboards. The burnt or-
ange of an autumn leaf now glows in
the old boards, living a new life as the
wall in the Lepnardos' living room.

1 like an old house better than he
does,” Mrs. Leonardo said, gesturing
toward her husband. “For him, it's
patch, patch, patch.”

Mr. Leonardo nodded. “It's great
to have an old house with all the
modern amenities," he said, “With a

historic Tully House in Old Saybrook,
that they are welcoming his efforts.

“If a property is threatened and
can't be restored on site, it"s not the
worst fate to have it exist some-
where else,” said Helen Higgins, ex-
ecutive director of the Connecticut
Trust for Historic Preservation in
Hamden. “It's also a question of’
whether it's a significant house,

“When a house has been estab-
lished as significant by being on the
Mational Register of Historic Places,
when you move it, it loses its context
and its significance and its designa-
tion. In the true preservation world
it’s not what you want to see happen,
but when a house is threatened and it
may not survive, it's not a bad solu-
tion to have it dismantled and put
together in an accurate way.

“I've just seen them in pictures,
but Skip Broom's houses look pretty
good to me,”



